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Causes of Death in the Big Earthquakes

（注） 東日本大震災は4月11日までに確認された死者数による。

Note: The original data of this figure is provided the Cabinet Office, “White Paper on Disaster Management 2011”, and taken from the National Police 
Agency. The similar data are available in the materials from the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications. Furthermore, the original data 

regarding the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake are provided by the Medical Examiner of Hyogo prefecture, “Autopsy Statistics within Kobe City in 2005” 
and also the original data regarding the Great East Japan Earthquake is provided by the Japan Association for Earthquake “The Journal of JAEE Vol.4, 
No.4, September 2004”.

Source: The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism , “White Paper on Land, Infrastructure and Transport in Japan, 2010.”

Note: Deaths from the Great East Japan Earthquake include all those recorded until April 11, 2011.

Great East Japan
(13,135)

Hanshin-Awaji
(6,434)

Great Kanto
(105,385)

Death by being crushed, falling, or other damage 4.4 

Death by drowning  92.4

Unknown 2.0Death by fire 1.1

Death by fire
12.8

Death by injury to the head, neck, or intestines; by suffocation; or by traumatic 
shock caused by building collapses or other damage     83.3

Death by fire 87.1

Death by flooding or collapse of factories, etc. 1.0

Death by damage to factories, etc. 1.4

Unknown

Death by being rushed 
under  damaged buildings     
10.5 
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Point of displayed contents
The figure displays causes of death by ratio in each Disaster such as the Great East Japan 
Earthquake, the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and the Great Kanto Earthquake. 

Details of 
the source

Name of the source
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism “WHITE PAPER ON LAND, INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
TRANSPORT IN JAPAN, 2010”Figure23 of Part 1, <July, 2011>

Title and the number Causes of Death in the Big Earthquakes

URL http://www.mlit.go.jp/english/white-paper/2010.pdf

Details of 
the original 

data

Name of the original
data 1

Cabinet Office, “White Paper on Disaster Management, 2011,” Figure of Part 1, chapter 1, Section1, 2 <July, 
2011> (in Japanese)

Title

URL http://www.bousai.go.jp/kaigirep/hakusho/h23/bousai2011/html/zu/zu004.htm

Note

The materials of the original data from the National Police Agency is unidentified in detail.  Moreover, the similar data is 

provided by the Fire and Disaster Management Agency the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications (MIC), and the 
original data regarding the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake are provided by the Medical Examiner of Hyogo prefecture, “Autopsy 
Statistics within Kobe City in 2005” and also the original data regarding the Great East Japan Earthquake is provided by the 
Japan Association for Earthquake “The Journal of JAEE Vol.4, No.4, September 2004”

Name of the original
data 2

Medical Examiner of Hyogo prefecture, “Autopsy Statistics within Kobe City in 2005” (Unspecified in 
detail)<1995>

Title

URL

Name of the original
data 3

Japan Association for Earthquake Engineering “The Journal of JAEE Vol.4, No.4, September,2004” Figure 6 
of 4.4 <September,2003> (in Japanese)

Title “Estimated Number of Dead persons by Damage in the Great Kanto Earthquake, September 1, 1923”

URL http://www.jaee.gr.jp/stack/submit-j/v04n04/040402_paper.pdf
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